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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MITCHELL).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 13, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable PAUL
MITCHELL to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair would now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 1
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
J 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ROE of Tennessee) at 2
p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

Help us this day to draw closer to
You, so that with Your Spirit, and
aware of Your presence among us, we
may all face the tasks of this day.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House. Help them to think clearly,
speak confidently, and act coura-
geously in the belief that all noble
service is based upon patience, truth,
and love.

May they be great enough to be hum-
ble, and good enough to keep their
faith, always regarding public office as
a sacred trust. Give them the wisdom
and the courage to fail not their fellow
citizens, nor You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.

WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

CONGRATULATING BILL BETHEA
ON RECEIVING THE SERGEANT

WILLIAM JASPER FREEDOM
AWARD
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, congratulations to Bill
Bethea, chairman of the South Caro-
lina Military Base Task Force, on re-
ceiving the South Carolina Chamber of
Commerce Sergeant William Jasper
Freedom Award this year. Bill and his
wife, Paula, are appreciated State lead-
ers for families.

The Sergeant William Jasper Free-
dom Award is named for the Revolu-
tionary War patriot and is given to
those who have performed outstanding
public service and contributions to the
freedom of the people of South Caro-
lina and our Nation.

As chairman of South Carolina’s
Military Base Task Force, Chairman
Bethea has worked with leaders across
the Nation to enhance the value of
South Carolina’s military installations
and facilities. He has also improved the
quality of life for military personnel
and their families.

As the father of four sons in military
service who have served overseas, I am
grateful for the leadership of Bill
Bethea. This is a well-deserved honor. 1
look forward to working with him in
the future to make sure our men and
women in uniform who call South
Carolina home are fully appreciated.
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